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Disclaimer

This e-book has been written to provide information about Internet
marketing. Every effort has been made to make this ebook as
complete and accurate as possible. However, there may be mistakes
in typography or content. Also, this e-book provides information only
up to the publishing date. Therefore, this ebook should be used as a
guide - not as the ultimate source.

The purpose of this ebook is to educate. The author and the
publisher does not warrant that the information contained in this e-
book is fully complete and shall not be responsible for any errors or
omissions. The author and publisher shall have neither liability nor
responsibility to any person or entity with respect to any loss or
damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by this e-
book.
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Introduction

The Internet opens up great money-making opportunities just waiting to be
tapped. These days, it is far easier to generate money from skills and ideas with
a powerful platform that can allow you to penetrate the global market - all
without the need to leave the comforts of your home office.

If you are enamored with the idea of becoming an entrepreneur, or maybe you
are already one, how about becoming an ‘infopreneur’ and gain financial
freedom by living off new income streams? You have probably read a lot of
published and much-talked about success stories of ordinary individuals who
have made it big, selling different types of information in various formats. But
why settle on reading and hearing all these stories when you can actually make
it happen - for yourself?

While a lot of people have managed to make their own fortune from taking
advantage of great opportunities online, millions out there don’t have a clue
what they are actually missing out on. The mere fact that you are reading this
book means you are about to discover the highly rewarding industry of selling
information products.

This book is not only designed to provide you better understanding on
information marketing but it is packed with important tips, guidelines, insights
and valuable insider information that can help you ensure success for future
undertakings.

Information marketing is an art of packaging information in different formats
with the goal of presenting a solution to a specific problem for a target
audience. Information products can be presented in a form of ebooks, video
tutorials, software applications, membership sites and so much more. But
more than just delivering information, best selling information products deliver
real, important value to its users.

In this book, you will not only learn the basics of creating information products,
but gain knowledge on how to strategically position your product to best
appeal a specific target market and be able to present real value to generate
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interest and increase conversion rates — and of course, to maximize money-
making potential.

Information marketing is undoubtedly one of the most rewarding businesses
available today, with very little or no money required to get started. Does this
sound appealing to you? It’s high time you claim your success!

However, while the rewards of your work can be highly gratifying, the industry
is fraught with serious competition. To ever hope to penetrate and rake serious
in money, you will need all the help you can get — which this book is designed
to provide — an ultimate resource to get you started and help you hit the
ground running as you take a plunge into this lucrative industry.
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Chapter 1: The Different Types of Products You Can
Create

The information explosion that has taken over the world through the
availability of the Internet is truly a mixed blessing — it comes with the
following benefits and drawbacks:

1 People have ready access to information but do not have enough time to
read it.

[l There are so many types of information competing of attention.

[l There is an increasing number of competition selling low-cost
information products.

So while the rewards may be great and lucrative for some, the competition is
stiffer than ever before. The best way to tackle this challenge is to do your
homework and learn about the industry as much as you can. This will help you
decide which particular niche to target, how to best position your products and
what is the most effective way to present it.

Types of Information Products

But first things first — what are the options available to you when it comes to
selling information products? Below are the most popular and highly in demand
information products in the market today:

Ebooks

Ebooks or electronic/digital books are easily the most common and in demand
type of information products available today. This is probably because it is the
easiest and cheapest for of information product to can sell and buy. There are
so many ebooks available on the market today, covering every imaginable topic
and catering to different audience.

If you have a flair for writing or you feel you can be able to share expert advice
and information on a specific field, you can consider creating your own ebook
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and sell it in the market. But of course, not any ebook will do. You will want to
come up with one that will best appeal to your target audience. Here are the
popular ones for your reference:

How To Information

This type of ebook offers important assistance on learning a new skill, enhance
existing knowledge or provide an innovative approach to doing certain things.
It can cover different topics such as cars, bookkeeping, playing the piano,
cooking, learning a new language, attracting women and so much more.

If you plan on creating a how-to ebook, you should first take time to study your
target audience and find out what are the most significant
concerns/issues/problems and create content that will be able to provide a
solution to that problem. In order to do that, you will need to conduct
extensive study on your market and determine how you can effectively
position your information product to be regarded as the ultimate solution to
the problem.

Making Money Info

Another type of ebook is one that is geared towards offering information on
how to make money. This ebook for one is an example of that kind of
information product. Most people, if not all are always interested in new ways
of generating new income streams, especially in view of the difficult and
unstable economy. If you have discovered how to make it big and rake in
serious amount of money doing something, then you might want to write
about it and share your expertise.

Money Saving Info

Aside from making money, people are generally interested on how to save
money. Well, it actually makes total sense, right?> No matter how much money
you make, you will eventually exhaust your resources, sooner or later. With so
many people facing debt problems, debt issues, every penny counts — which
means, an ebook on saving one, whether it is on learning how to get better gas
mileage or maximizing grocery coupons, can prove to be highly interesting.
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Health And Fitness

With the growing prevalence of fatal and life-altering diseases, a lot of people
have grown more concerned about their health and general well-being. This
type of ebook covers various topics such as weight loss, natural remedies and
muscle gain. Through the years, there will always be a great market for these
information products.

Self-Help

These type of ebooks focus on providing relationship advice, such as dealing
with a divorce or getting back an ex. There have been a growing demand for
books that tackle gaining self confidence, dealing with stress, and becoming a
better person.

Training and SKkills Improvement

Whether people are genuinely interested in acquiring a new skill or trying to
save money by doing things on their own, more and more people seek online
resources on enhancing knowledge and improving a certain skill. This may
include Photoshop tutorials or the basics of knitting.

Travel and Lifestvle Guides

There will always be a constant demand for books that provide information on
a certain area, city or country. If you are confident you will be able to provide
valuable information on a certain place, why not create an ebook to provide
information and insider knowledge about the place focusing on specific topics,
tourists and visitors are most likely interested to know.

Video Tutorials

Another type of information product that you can sell is video tutorials, which
of course, provides information, depending on the particular topic you want to
pursue. If you plan on offering training courses, video formats are highly
recommended so you can demonstrate/discuss every step for your audience to
see and observe.
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If your demonstration involves navigating around the web or certain software,
a screencasting software can be used to record every cursor action. A lot of
people prefer video tutorials over written ones as it is easier to understand and
it comes with better visual appeal, which is ideal for people who prefer
watching instead of reading. Of course, there is also the fact that people can
play and replay video tutorials whenever they need to.

Online Courses

This is a high end information product that is essentially a course or a training
program segmented into modules. In order to create one, you will need to
come up with a general theme that can help solve a specific problem or teach
clients about something that they are genuinely interested of knowing.

The structure of online courses can greatly vary, depending on the topic and
scope. These are typically offered live or can be delivered via email. It is
recommended to stick to 8 lessons/modules or possibly lesser than that since
according to studies the average attention space will start to wane after 6 to 8
lessons.

Membership Sites

As the name suggests, you can basically make money by setting up a
membership site and attract users to sign up. Membership sites are not to be
considered a passive income stream as it can require constant work and
interaction. This is perhaps a viable venue to make money as it is one of the
most overlooked income opportunity and a well known lucrative business
model.

Software Development

Among the different forms of information products, software development is
the most expensive one that will require a significant investment. However, if
you have a certain idea or concept that is designed to respond to a need or
provide a solution to a problem, you can potentially hit a goldmine. Truth is,
there is so much money that can be made in software development.

10



Easy Product Creation

Some people would say, “I’m not technical” or | don’t know a thing about
programming” but the thing is, the highly successful people who raked in
millions of dollars off software products are not programmers but
businessmen, with brilliant ideas who relentlessly pursued great, innovative
ideas.

So these are the top money making channels for selling information products.
At this point, you may think to yourself, “I don’t think | can pursue any of
these” and come up with a number of reasons such as “l don’t know how to
write or code” or ““ | don’t have any brilliant ideas to sell”’, well, think again.

Money does not grow on trees and nothing comes for free these days. If you
are keen on gaining that financial freedom - whether you’re preparing for
retirement or looking for a means to get out of the corporate rat race -- read
the remaining chapters. Discover how you can sell information products
through strategic planning and innovative thinking.

11
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Chapter 2: How to Come Up With A Hot Topic

A lot of people take the plunge of creating and selling an ebook, a video
tutorial or investing on a software development and fail. Why? Most of them
fail to recognize the importance of careful planning. Sure, you may be armed
with a brilliant idea, bursting with passion and equipped with unquestionable
expertise, but without careful planning, you may just be setting yourself up for
failure.

Of course, in any type of venture, no matter how small or inexpensive, you
want to ensure you meet your goal and be successful. In the case of selling
information products, one of the critical factors that can make or break your
business is in the selection of topic/niche to pursue.

Why is this important? The worldwide web is accessed by millions of people, in
various ages, backgrounds, interests, problems, ethnic orientation, etc. You
want to make sure that the type of information product you are selling gets the
attention of the target audience you want to attract.

Instead of trying to cater to everyone, take time to identify your target
audience. For example, you are planning to sell a how-to ebook on cooking.
Sure, there is a market for this, but what specific segment of society you want
to appeal to?

If you are planning to target Asian working mothers, you can start studying
that specific target market and identify their specific needs or problems. You
may want to offer 5-minute breakfast recipes for Asian Moms or Low Calorie
Asian Dinner Ideas. With a targeted approach, you will be able to provide more
in-depth information and increase the chances of making conversions.

12
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Determining What Topics to Pursue

So how do you decide what topics best appeal to your target market and which
one will you be most effective in? Here are some factors to take into account:

Something You Are Expert In Or Passionate About

Aside from the motivation of generating income, you should also take into
consideration your personal passions in order to come up with an information
product that sells. It must be something that you believe in, which you are
eager to share or confident to sell an idea which you believe will present real
value or solution to your target audience.

If making money is your motivating factor, you may run the risk of selling
information that does not offer real value at the expense of your buyers. Take
time to identify what your interests are, what topics do you consider yourself
an expert in or something that you can truly identify with?

Research Topics That Are Popular In the Market

If you have already identified what topic you want to focus on, you will need to
drive down and identify a specific issue/problem that most people in your
target market can identify with. So aside from taking into account your
personal passions, you should also take time to study what best appeals to
your target audience - the same ones you will be selling your information
product to. This will help you ensure that the information product you want to
create actually has a defined market for it and not merely take on a hit and miss
approach.

For example, if you are a mother yourself and you are truly passionate about
parenting and helping working mothers juggle work and family life as well as
setting aside time to nurture oneself, study on that particular market. What are
the common, prevailing woes?

What issues do they usually deal with? You may want to focus on instilling
discipline among toddlers in this modern world or maybe a potty training
guide.

13
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Spend Time In Forums And Social Media Sites

In order to best appeal to your target audience, you need to get intimate — take
time to study who these people are, what are their common problems, what
do they usually spend on, what is their average monthly income, how do they
spend their leisure time, etc.

So how do you exactly achieve this important information without conducting
an extensive survey? Make good use of social media sites and forums.
Facebook and Twitter have search functions that you can use to filter search
results. You can also determine what specific age bracket you want to target.

By hearing the questions and learning what they are talking about straight
from your target audience, you will be able to come up with an effective
content strategy that can best appeal to that specific niche.

Twitter Search Function

With almost everyone on Twitter these days, it’s the perfect place to study
your target market. Using the search function, key in the topic you want to
work on and include a question mark sign in your search. For example “yoga”,
this will generate a result tweets with questions users posted about yoga. This
will help you have a ‘pulse’ on the current interests/concerns.

Facebook

Since most Facebook users use privacy restrictions, you can conduct a study on
the Fan pages of your competitors or top industry providers of products or
services that are relevant to the information product you plan on working on.
Try to come up with top 3 competitor fan pages that have the most number of
“likes” and take time to read interactions.

Forums

Forums offer a wealth of information. Find one that is specifically created for
the market you want to target. For example, you can find forums on working
mothers through a simple Google search. Spend time reading what the
members are talking about, what concerns and problems aired and advices
sought.

14
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Information products go beyond delivering relevant information. To be really
effective, you need to deliver real value. By taking time to study your market
and what are the common concerns, you will be able to outline your content
that will best address the problems and appeal to your target audience.

15
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Chapter 3: How to Create Your Own Ebook

For many people, publishing a book may seem preposterous especially for
those who don’t actually have a flair for writing. While this may be true several
years ago, in this day and age, you can publish and sell a book under your name
without writing it. Of course, this will naturally incur a corresponding expense
for contracting services and it’s better to personally write something you are
truly passionate about but do always have the option to outsource or
purchase.

In this chapter, we will explore the different options available for writing,
publishing and selling ebooks under your name or brand.

Do It Yourself
Creating ebooks is one of the easier to make information products that you can

do at the comforts of your home. Anyone can create a book and rake in profit
out of it.

Advantages

Here are some of the great advantages that come with being your own writer
and publisher:

1. Gain complete control of the work. Working on your own book gives you
the freedom what to write and when to write it.

2. You enjoy 100% of the profit for every sale made.
3. There is no limit on the number of ebooks you can create and sell. Once

you learn the ropes, you are free to work on a new one every week, if you
want to.

16
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4. Selling online allows you to put your ebook for sale 24 x 7, even when
you are on a vacation or while asleep.

5. No start-up risks. You only have to invest your time and effort.

6. You have full control of the content outline and can conduct more in-depth
research and discussions or highlight issues you feel important and relevant
to the topic you are working on.

Challenges

Book writing is more difficult compared to writing ordinary articles. As an
ebook writer, you need to make sure that you will create a consistent train of
thought all throughout the book. This will require you to weave paragraphs
and chapters together in order to present a cohesive and engaging content
that will compel readers to keep reading. Ebooks generally require you to write
in a conversational tone that ensures readers will feel welcome rather than be
overwhelmed by the new information you want to present.

Depending on what specific topic you want to work on, ebook writer may
range from 20 to as much as 300 pages. With easy access to information, by
taking time to conduct extensive research on your subject and outline your
content carefully, you will be able to write about anything you set your mind

to.
Top 5 Tips

1. Define Your Audience

Keep in mind that writing is an art of communication. In order to be able to
communicate effectively, you need to know who you audience. Are they
mostly men or women? Will you be writing for business people or you are
targeting stay-at-home parents? What are their specific needs and preferences?

2. Brainstorm

You can do this mentally, write it on paper or you can use a mind mapping tool

17
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such as www.freemind.com, to help you get your creative juices flowing and
plan out your content outline.

3. Do Your Research

Sure you may think you have the knowledge and expertise to write the book
on your own, it is still important that you conduct a thorough research to make
sure you will be able to fully cover all the pertinent topics on the subject. If you
need to back up your facts with scientific data, by all means do so.

4. Format Content For Readability

People will generally not have the patience to read an ebook with large chunks
of text. Instead of filling it up with long paragraphs, try to break it down to
smaller ones, and include a lot of white spaces. Use images to drive home a
point or illustrate something especially if you are writing a step-by-step guide.
You want readers to consume information in a friendlier way.

5. Edit, Edit and Edit

Read your content a couple of times to spot grammatical and typographical
errors. This will not only help you edit and delete but also refine your thoughts
and how you present your ideas in a more effective manner. While this may
require more time, you want to be known as someone who put out quality
books instead of simply focused on quantity over quality.

Hire A Professional

If you don’t have the skill or the time to sit down and create an ebook yourself,
you still have the option to contract the services of a freelance writer. Writers
can give voice to your thoughts and translate your ideas clearly. If you already
have a definite idea what material and topic you want, it is highly
recommended that you create an outline of the book to give better direction
on what key topics you want the writer to cover.

Advantages Of Hiring A Ghost Writer

| Freedom to Focus More On Your Business Strategy

18
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Aside from creating the product itself, you will no doubt need to attend to a
hundred and one things to set up everything, grow your reputation, build a
following and manage your website, among others. You will not be able to
focus on all these if you are too caught up with coming up with content. Hiring
a professional takes off a huge burden from your workload.

[} Tap Experience and Expertise

You can hire a ghost writer who has an extensive experience in creating
information product, which means you can tap and take advantage of his/her
expertise and experience.

7 Sell Multiple/Unlimited Information Products

With a ghost writer, you can come up with not just one but multiple
information products to sell, which can present multiple income streams.

Disadvantages Of Hiring A Ghost Writer

(] Cost

Quite naturally, you will need to spend for the services of a good and
experienced ghost writer. Depending on the size of your ebook, a single book
project can cost anywhere between $400 to as high as $3,000. While this may
seem like a significant investment, if you have a solid idea, you want to pursue
and hire a talented writer available, you can look forward to earning 100x as
much as your initial investment.

1 Communication

If you plan to outsource, you will naturally be required to coordinate and
constantly communicate with your writer. If you want to be involved all
throughout the production process, you need to contribute your input and
collaborate with your writer on a regular basis.

19



Easy Product Creation

10 Tips On Hiring Ghost Writers

When it comes to contracting the services of a ghost writer, you need to have a
strategic approach as your choice can make a huge difference on the success
and failure of your ebook. Here are the top 10 tips:

1. Determine What Your Core Values Are

Your core values are the primary guiding principles to help you make important
decisions. For example, the US Air Force core values are service, integrity and
excellence, while Walt Disney is known for wholesomeness and imagination.
Below are examples of core values:

U Integrity
"I Brilliance
1 Joy

[ Synergy

1 Creativity

Defining your core values are important and making it known to your ghost
writer. In fact, it should be used as a basis during the hiring process.

2. Writing Style

Different writers have different types of writing styles. Do you need a writer
who can come up with an emotionally riveting piece or one that is
exceptionally good at taking on a more personal, laid-back approach? If you
end up hiring a writer who is used to an academic style of writing, it can be
difficult to expect them to adapt to your preferred writing style. Among the
various writing styles include the following:

Dramatic
Personable
Academic
Inspirational
Factual

Fun
Intellectual
Humorous

N Y B O

20
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1 Technical
] Romantic

3. What Type Of Expertise

Just because you have come across a writer with an excellent portfolio doesn’t
mean you will be guaranteed to receive an outstanding material. Aside from
looking into the writing styles, you also need to take into account their
expertise and the type of materials they have written in the past.

4. Cost

Cost is always a serious consideration when hiring a ghost writer. Make sure to
ask how they usually charge: by the number of words, by page or by the hour.
For ebook writing, be extra wary for writers who charge by the hour as the
cost can easily drive up. It is generally best to agree on the number of words
and set a maximum number of words. Make sure these details are clearly
discussed up front.

5. What Deliverables Do You Expect

You need to be clear on the scope of the work of the ghost writer. Is he/she
expected to prepare the outline, handle the research and provide drafts? Who
will be responsible for proofreading the entire document? You need to be very
specific about these matters in order to set your expectations clearly during
the negotiation process. You also need to discuss about the possibility of
additional revisions. You need to know what you are exactly paying for.

6. Timeline

Another important factor to take into account is the timeline. It is very
important that you both agree on a deadline. Make sure to set a specific date
for every deliverable - from drafts to the final version.

7. Additional Writing Services

If the writer is responsible for creating the ebook, will he be the one to create
your marketing copy, proposals and reports — content that will be needed for
marketing your ebook? It is important that the ‘voice’ of your ebook and

21
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marketing materials are the same and highlight the same key points discussed
in the ebook. You need to seriously consider this aspect as using different
writers may potentially confuse your readers.

8. Relationship

Other than creating the ebook, your writer may have strategic ideas or
business relationships that may prove beneficial for you. You need to also
consider this aspect especially if you plan to hire a seasoned writer.

9. Copyright Ownership

You need to make sure that your contract clearly states that upon completion
of full payment, the copyright of the material will be transferred to you. This is
very important as a small oversight like this can potentially prove very
expensive.

10. References

Before hiring a professional writer, take time to make a background check and
ask for references of clients the writer has previously worked with. Any decent
writer will always have satisfied clients who are willing to respond to your
email or talk to you for 15 minutes.

Buv PLR EBooks

PLR stands for Private Label Rights which is basically a special type of license or
rights to legally own, edit and publish a material, in this case an ebook, and sell
it as your own. So if you are looking for a readily available ebook to purchase
without the need to hire a ghost writer, and get started on selling it, a PLR
ebook may be an ideal option for you. Aside from ebooks, you can also
purchase PDR articles for your website content, which is a viable option if you
don’t have the time to personally produce a steady flow of content.

One of the great advantages of using PLR ebooks is the cost, since compared
to hiring a writer, PLR ebooks are relatively cheap. Some are offered for as low
as $17 or an article for 15 cents. However, don’t get your expectations too far
up since there is actually a large difference in terms of quality when choosing
between hiring a writer or writing your own ebook and purchasing a PLR.

22
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There is also the fact tha